FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE MEDIA:

AN INQUIRY

Consultancy Report by J.M. Anthony, Ph.D.

1. THE ASSIGNMENT

1.1 Scope of the Report
1.1.1 T was commissioned by the Fiji Human Rights Commission, an
independent legal statutory authority under the laws of Fiji, to conduct an

inquiry into, inter alia, the freedom and independence of the media in

Fiji, into matters related to a historical overview of the range of media
available in Fiji and to inquire, also, into matters related to ownership of
the media and the scope of its operations. In so doing, my assigned task
included my taking into account the requirements of Article 19 of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and such other human rights

instruments that might be related to the promotion of the freedom and
independence of the media as well as the reciprocal obligations of the
media to issues related to balance—the public’s right to know and the
media’s obligation to report withbut censorship, without being driven by

a private agenda, deliberately contrived or inadvertently held.
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The full text of the terms of reference is attached hereto, made a part
hereof, and is annexed as Appendix 1 of this report. [ interpreted my

terms of reference to give considerable flexibility.

The closing date for receiving submissions was extended by the Director
of the Commission to August 15. While I was not a party to that
decision, if the date of the Inquiry was not extended to August 15, fewer
respondents might have been interviewed and less research would have
been possible. The amount of time allocated for this Inquiry was just
enough to allow me to get to a point in the data gathering process where 1
had sufficient information on which to write a report that may not be the
last word on the subject but, at the same time, appropriately
comprehensive for the FHRC to consider the pertinent issues an(i then to

decide what more might next need to be done.

1.1.2 I was not expected to undertake any legal drafting and therefore
have made no attempt to draft any legal instruments that FHRC or others
may require in future in connection with matters that are contained in, or

arise out of, the recommendations made in this report.

1.1.3 A summary of my Conclusions and Recommendations is set out

at the end of this report.


































































































































































































































































