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INTRODUCTION

This report was commissioned by, and written for, the Fiji Human Rights
Commission (hereafter “FHRC”), an independent, statutory national

human rights institution established by the 1997 Constitution of the

Republic of the Fiji Islands.. I was commissioned to undertake an analysis
of whether, and to what extent, the media of Fiji was free and
independent according to international human rights law derived from

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the

International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights and the 1997

Constitution.

The FHRC provided me with some background legal material derived
from the international human rights Non-Governmenttal Organisation,
Article 19 ‘s previous work in Fiji, as well as its guidelines established
internationally with respect to freedom of the media as well the right of
the public to information. It also provided me with some correspondence
from media organisations which had been received by the Commission in
the days leading up to my arrival in Fiji to commence the Inquiry. All

such background material was extremely relevant to my Inquiry.



e

iy

<A

LA AT R

A

de

o ]

3%

An analysis of freedom and independence of the media in a complex
country like Fiji is not easy, especially in the tight framework provided.
Fiji has a particular history encompassing colonialism, infiltration of
plantation economies, and modernization /globalization, Communication
technologies were introduced against this context. Within the tight
framework time also had to be set aside for the many submissions made
by members of the the public as well as by media stakeholders. However,
a subject such as freedom and independence of the media is unlikely to be
exhaustive even if more time had been allocated to the Inquiry.
Fortunately, those who made submissions tended to provide similar

accounts of their experience with (and in) the media in Fiji.

Compared to other analyses that have been provided by acé_demics,
journalists and socio-political media commentators this report could be
considered to be an original perspective into the media. While a number
of commentators of media operations in Fiji have made somewhat similar
observations, this report does, I believe break new methodological and
conceptual ground. It is people centred and “in the public interest” This is
a literary report in no insubstantial part: it sets out the ebb and flow of the
data gathering process—what I did, how people responded, the collage of
themes they addressed and created as they engaged me in intimate

conversation. [ watched body language, eye contact, the immediate


































































